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New  breed  of  tourist  eyes  the  north  student  funding  issues  addressed 


Northern  Alberta  is  a destination  of  choice  for  the  new  breed  of 
tourist.  Trends  show  that  tourists  are  looking  for  outdoor 
xperiences  in  undeveloped  areas.  They  generally  take  shorter  holidays, 
eek  out  new  experiences  and  investigate  places  off  the  beaten  path. 

ale  Monaghan  of  the  Alberta  North  Tourism  Destination  Region  tells 
f the  B&B  in  Fort  Assiniboine  that  filled  up  last  summer  with  Japanese 
"ami lies  who  wanted  nothing  more  than  to  spend  time  in  the  country, 
nd  he  points  to  the  almost  400  Japanese  tourists  that  ventured  to  Fort 
cMurray  last  winter,  solely  to  catch  a glimpse  of  the  northern  lights 
d experience  minus  40  degree  temperatures! 

orthem  tourism  operators  are  combining  forces  to  make  the  most  of 
hese  trends.  In  November  they  met  in  Edmonton  at  the  Northern 
"xposure  conference  sponsored  by  NADC  and  Alberta  North  Tourism 
estination  Region. 

he  largest  and  most  successful  gathering  of  the  northern  tourism 
ndustry  ever,  it  drew  double  the  expected  number  of  delegates, 
articipants  went  home  enthusiastic,  asking  when  the  next  will  be. 

'The  northern  tourism  product  is  now  a commodity,"  says  Angele 
obie  of  the  Fort  McMurray  Visitors  Bureau  and  chair  of  Alberta  North, 
his  statement  is  borne  out  by  hard  numbers:  for  example,  Big  Lake 
ountry  operators  in  the  Slave  Lake  area  have  seen  15%  growth  in  the 
umber  of  visitors  every  summer  for  last  four  years. 

ourism  marketing  organizations  (TMOs) 

orthern  tourism  operators  can  benefit  from  participating  in  a regional 
onprofit  TMO.  Northern  TMOs  cooperate  to  market  the  region, 
embers’  brochures  are  stocked  and  mailed  out  in  response  to  travel 
nquiries  or  picked  up  by  travellers  stopping  in  for  information.  TMO 
epresentatives  take  their  members’  promotional  items  to  trade  shows, 
hereby  subsidizing  the  advertising  costs  for  members.  TMOs  also  buy 
edia  space  for  members. 


o get  a TMO  working  for  you,  call: 
lberta  North  (all  of  northern  Alberta) 
-800-756-4351 

ighty  Peace  Tourist  Association  (Peace) 
03/624-4042 


f f r I '■he  high  cost  of  post-secondary  education 
X is  an  issue  across  Canada,  but  especially 
in  many  small  northern  communities  with  their 
low  family  incomes  and  higher  costs  to  access 
education,"  says  Mike  Cardinal,  NADC  chair. 

Since  last  summer  NADC  has  been  discussing 
this  issue  extensively  with  Alberta  Advanced 
Education  & Career  Development.  These 
discussions  led  to  creation  of  the  new  Alberta 
Opportunities  Bursary,  which  reduces  student 
loans  for  students  with  high  financial  need. 

NADC  is  working  with  department  officials  on 
further  support  for  higher  financial  need  students 
in  northern  communities. 

NADC  has  lots  to  offer  YOU! 

Are  you  looking  for  data  on  northern 

Alberta?  We  maintain  databases  of  current 
information  and  statistics  about  industries, 
communities,  education  and  more. 

Our  sources  include  StatsCan,  federal  and 
provincial  departments,  and  others.  We  have 
complete  census  data  for  1991  and  continually 
update  it  as  1996  census  results  are  released. 

Call  us  for  the  information  you  need.  Local  and 
regional  data  is  available.  In  most  cases  we  also 
have  comparable  provincial  data.  Examples 
include: 

• Demographic  data  by  community 
• Education  achievement  levels  by  school 
• Agriculture  production  statistics  to  the 
municipal  level. 

We  are  now  updating  our  energy  and  forestry 
production  statistics.  We  expect  1996  labour 
force  and  employment  statistics  shortly. 


ig  Lake  Country  (Lesser  Slave  Lake) 
03/849-2377 

ort  McMurray  Visitors  Bureau  (Wood  Buffalo) 
03/791-4336 


Lakeland  Aboriginal  Business 
Association  (LABA) 


Teachers  for  Tomorrow 

Northern  Alberta  needs  teachers  who  understand  students  from  remote 
northern  and  aboriginal  communities.  Delegates  from  northern 
education  institutions  and  communities  affirmed  the  need  for  specialized 
teacher  training  in  a market  study  report.  The  report  was  presented  by 
Grande  Prairie  Regional  College  and  NADC  at  the  Teachers  for 
Tomorrow  symposium  in  November. 


Gas  and  oil  activity  in  the  Lakeland  area 
was  heating  up  when  NADC  sponsored 
the  Together  Toward  Tomorrow  conference  a 
year  ago.  At  the  conference,  delegates  from 
aboriginal  communities  recommended  they 
establish  a business  association  to  take 
advantage  of  the  region’s  economic  growth. 
NADC  volunteered  to  help  set  up  the 
regional  association. 

LABA’s  office  is  located  in  Bonnyville.  The 
board  of  directors  guides  activities  to  increase 
business  and  employment  opportunities  for 
aboriginal  people  and  communities  in  the 
region.  A coordinator  has  recently  been  hired. 

For  more  information  call  the  LABA  office  at 
826-7483. 
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Where  to  find  us: 

Northern  Alberta  Development  Council 

Office:  2nd  Floor  Provincial  Building 

Mail:  Bag  900-14 

Peace  River,  AB  T8S  1T4 
Phone:  403-624-6274 

(toll  free  dial  310-0000) 

Fax:  403-624-6184 

E-mail:  council@nadc.gov.ab.ca 

Website:  www.nadc.gov.ab.ca 

Council  members 

Mike  Cardinal,  MLA  Athabasca-Wabasca, 
Chair:  403-427-3643 

Greg  Lindsay,  Fort  McMurray,  Deputy  Chair 
403-791-0572 

Don  Emo,  Sexsmith  403-568-3760 
Louise  Faulkner,  McLennan  403-324-3010 
Doug  Sklar,  Athabasca  403-675-5706 
Floyd  Thompson,  Kikino  403-623-3916 
Don  Wieben,  Fairview  403-835-4409 
Charles  Wood,  Saddle  Lake  403-726-3864 


Delegates  discussed  what  form  that  training  should  take  and  who  will 
deliver  it.  Community  involvement,  they  felt,  is  essential  as  the  program 
evolves.  Delegates  will  meet  again  this  February  to  continue  discussions. 

For  more  information  contact  Margaret  Eagle  at  the  NADC  office. 


Development  pressures  demand  new  and  better 
roads 

To  move  resources  and  products  we  need  effective,  reliable 

transportation  systems,  delegates  at  the  first  Northwestern  Ministers’ 
Economic  Conference  agreed.  Representatives  from  the  northwestern 
provinces  and  territories  met  in  Prince  George  to  discuss  this  and  other 
issues  identified  at  the  Western  Premiers’  Conference  in  October. 

Considering  the  industrial  developments  which  have  taken  place  over  the 
last  five  years,  and  the  significant  investment  plans  over  the  next  five 
years  in  northern  regions,  delegates  agreed  it  is  time  the  regions  work 
together  on  a northern  transportation  plan. 

The  NADC,  Alberta  Transportation  and  Utilities,  and  officials  from  five 
other  western  jurisdictions  will  work  on  a northwestern  transportation 
planning  document. 

Other  issues  being  followed  up  include: 

• impact  of  increased  NavCan  fees  on  northern  communities 
• promotion  of  northern  business  expertise 
• delivery  of  northern  entrepreneurial  education  and  training 
programs 

• relationship  between  the  environment  and  economy 
• northern  tourism  development  and  promotion 
• expansion  of  the  economic  base  in  northern  communities. 


New  Executive  Director  at  NADC 

Mike  Cardinal,  NADC  Chair,  is  pleased  to  announce  that  Brian 

Pountney  is  the  new  executive  director  at  Northern  Development. 
Brian  replaces  Rick  Sloan  who  left  to  join  Alberta  Economic 
Development  in  November.  Brian  has  been  with  Northern  Development 
in  several  capacities  since  1986,  most  recently  as  Director  of  Economic 
Development. 
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